
Lakota Language Consortium 
Establishes North Dakota Office and 
Appoints New Executive Director 

Lakȟ ó l’iyapi-Glukí nipi-Okȟ ó lakič ȟiye kiŋ waŋna  
Nórtȟ Dakóta e l tȟ ókȟ a ŋl kitȟí pi na itȟ a ŋč ȟaŋ tȟ e č a 
waŋ ka ǧ api. 

Bismarck, North Dakota — [April 10, 2026] 
— The Lakota Language Consortium (LLC) 
announced that it has established 
operations in North Dakota and has 
appointed Sacheen Whitetail Cross as 
Executive Director. 

Tȟ aspa ŋ-Ož u , ND — [April 10, 2026] — Lakȟ ó l’iyapi-
Glukí nipi-Okȟ ó lakič ȟiye kiŋ waŋna  Nórtȟ Dakóta e l 
pȟiya  kitȟí pi na wí ŋyaŋ waŋ Sačȟeen Siŋtu piska 
Cróss wana piyuya óí tȟ aŋč ȟaŋ ka ǧ api. 

Cross is a Lakota woman who was born 
and raised on the Standing Rock Sioux 
Reservation. In her role, she will lead LLC’s 
work to develop and share Lakota language 
learning resources for learners, educators, 
and families. 

Lakȟ ó ta-wí ŋyaŋ ȟe č ȟa kiŋ le  Í ŋyaŋ Wósla l Ha ŋ e l 
tȟ u ŋpi na óí č ȟaȟ yapi. Oí tȟ aŋč ȟaŋ yuȟa  yaŋka  
eč ȟu ŋȟaŋ, Okȟ ó lakič ȟiye kiŋ Lakȟ ó l’iyapi-wó ikiǧni 
waŋž í ǧž i ka ǧ api kte. He č ȟel tóna  Lakȟ ó l’iyapi kiŋ 
uŋspe kȟiyapi na uŋspe ič ’ič ȟiyapi na tȟiwa ȟe e l’el 
ila ǧyapi kiŋ ȟena , iyu ȟa iwa s tepi kte. 

LLC’s North Dakota presence is intended to 
support closer coordination with the 
communities it serves and to facilitate 
additional regional collaboration 
opportunities as they arise. LLC will 
continue developing language materials 
and supporting access to Lakota language 
learning across generations. 

Lakȟ ó ta-Oya te kiŋ ȟena  ó b sa ŋm í č ȟikȟiyela 
ókí č ȟič aȟ niȟ  ó kič ȟiya s ka ŋpi kta č ȟa ȟe uŋ 
ókȟ ó lakič ȟiye kiŋ waŋna  Nórtȟ Dakóta e l pȟiya  
kitȟí pi. Okȟ ó lakič ȟiye ó pȟ api kiŋ Lakȟ ó l’iyapi-
wó wapi na wó ikiǧni waŋž í ǧž i ȟe č ȟena ka ȟ  au pi kta 
č ȟaŋkȟe  ȟe uŋ wič ȟó uŋč ȟaǧ e iyó ȟila Lakȟ ó l’iyapi 
ǧluȟa  ma nipi ó wič ȟakiyapi kte. 

“This transition represents both a return 
and a renewal,” said Cross. “We are 
grounded in the responsibility to carry this 
work forward in a way that honors the 
language, the people, and the generations 
to come.” 

Siŋtu piska ȟeye : “Oí tȟ aŋč ȟaŋ uŋǧlu tȟ ókeč api kiŋ le  
pȟiya  uŋkȟí naž iŋpi kta iye č ȟel uŋs ka ŋpi na naku ŋs  
pȟiya  uŋkí nipi kta uŋs ka ŋpi. Lakȟ ó l’iyapi kiŋ e  na 
Oya te kiŋ e pi na wič ȟó uŋč ȟaǧ e u pi kte kiŋ ȟena  
iyu ȟa ǧluó niȟaŋyaŋ tȟ óka takiya wó was i 
eč ȟu ŋk’uŋpi kte. Hó  ȟe  wó aiȟ peye ȟe č ȟa na e l 
s ’aǧya  suta ya nau ŋž iŋpi,” eye . 

For more information, please contact: 
info@lakhota.org 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Lakota Language Consortium Establishes North Dakota Office and Appoints New Executive 
Director 

Bismarck, North Dakota — [April 10, 2026] — The Lakota Language Consortium (LLC) announced 
that it has established operations in North Dakota and has appointed Sacheen Whitetail Cross as 
Executive Director. 

Cross is a Lakota woman who was born and raised on the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation. In her 
role, she will lead LLC’s work to develop and share Lakota language learning resources for 
learners, educators, and families. 

LLC’s North Dakota presence is intended to support closer coordination with the communities it 
serves and to facilitate additional regional collaboration opportunities as they arise. LLC will 
continue developing language materials and supporting access to Lakota language learning 
across generations. 

“This transition represents both a return and a renewal,” said Cross. “We are grounded in the 
responsibility to carry this work forward in a way that honors the language, the people, and the 
generations to come.” 

For more information, please contact: info@lakhota.org 

 


