Lakota Language Consortium
Establishes North Dakota Office and
Appoints New Executive Director

Lakhél’iyapi-Glukinipi-Okhélakichiye ki wanna
North Dakota él thokhan] Kkithipi na ithanc¢han théca
wan kagapi.

Bismarck, North Dakota — [April 10, 2026]
— The Lakota Language Consortium (LLC)
announced that it has established
operations in North Dakota and has
appointed Sacheen Whitetail Cross as
Executive Director.

Thaspan-0Z4, ND — [April 10, 2026] — Lakhél'iyapi-
Glukinipi-Okhélakic¢hiye kin wanna North Dakota él
phiya kithipi na winyan war Sacheen Sigtupiska
Cross wandapiyuya oithan¢han kagapi.

Cross is a Lakota woman who was born
and raised on the Standing Rock Sioux
Reservation. In her role, she will lead LLC’s
work to develop and share Lakota language
learning resources for learners, educators,
and families.

Lakhéta-winyan hécha kin 1é fnyan Woslal Han él
thinpi na oi¢hahyapi. Ofthanc¢harn yuha yanka
echtinhan, Okhélakichiye kin Lakhél'iyapi-wéikigni
wanzigzi kagapi kte. Hé¢hel tona Lakhol’iyapi kin
unspékhiyapi na ugspéic’ichiyapi na thiwdhe él’el
ilagyapi kin hena, iyuha iwastepi kte.

LLC’s North Dakota presence is intended to
support closer coordination with the
communities it serves and to facilitate
additional regional collaboration
opportunities as they arise. LLC will
continue developing language materials
and supporting access to Lakota language
learning across generations.

Lakhéta-Oyate kin hena 6b sanm i¢hikhiyela
oki¢hi¢ahnih 6éki¢hiya $kanpi kta ¢ha héun
okhélakichiye ki wanna North Dakota él phiya
kithipi. Okhélaki¢hiye 6phapi kin Lakhél’iyapi-
woéwapi na woikigni wanzigZi héc¢hena kah atpi kta
¢hankhé héun wichéunchage iyéhila Lakhol'iyapi
gluhd manipi é6wichakiyapi kte.

“This transition represents both a return
and a renewal,” said Cross. “We are
grounded in the responsibility to carry this
work forward in a way that honors the
language, the people, and the generations
to come.”

Sintipiska heyé: “Oithanchan unglithokecapi kin 1é
phiya unkhinazinpi kta iyéchel unskanpi na nakuns
phiya unkinipi kta un$kanpi. Lakhél'iyapi kin é na
Oyate kin épi na wichounchage upi kte ki hena
iytiha gluénihanyan thokatakiya wowasi
ec¢huink’unpi kte. H6 hé woéaihpeye hé¢ha na él
§’agya sutdya naunZzinpi,” eyé.

For more information, please contact:
info@lakhota.org
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Bismarck, North Dakota —[April 10, 2026] — The Lakota Language Consortium (LLC) announced
that it has established operations in North Dakota and has appointed Sacheen Whitetail Cross as
Executive Director.

Cross is a Lakota woman who was born and raised on the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation. In her
role, she will lead LLC’s work to develop and share Lakota language learning resources for
learners, educators, and families.

LLC’s North Dakota presence is intended to support closer coordination with the communities it
serves and to facilitate additional regional collaboration opportunities as they arise. LLC will
continue developing language materials and supporting access to Lakota language learning
across generations.

“This transition represents both a return and a renewal,” said Cross. “We are grounded in the
responsibility to carry this work forward in a way that honors the language, the people, and the
generations to come.”
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